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Leonard Leo, chair of the US Commission on International Religious Freedom, an
advisory body, said Vietnam improved its record only when its &quot;feet were held to the
fire.&quot;

&quot;But once Vietnam, with US help, joined the World Trade Organization in 2007, religious
freedom and human rights advocates have experienced waves of arrests,&quot; Leo said.

Walter Lohman, director of Asian studies at the conservative Heritage Foundation, said that
while the United States had its concerns, Vietnam has at least shown willingness to engage.
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